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M I N U T E S 
SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL

Back Country Line Project
Thursday, May 12th, 2022 at 8:30 a.m.

Members Present: Mayor: Curtis Roebotham
Deputy Mayor: Michael Tiller
Councillors: Lorenzo Welcher (teleconference)

Terry Oakley
Stella Gale
Dawn Stagg
Barry Tucker
Gordon White

Members Absent: Councillor: Andy Best (work)

Also Present: CAO: Pamela Preston
Municipal Affairs: Wilf Maloney
Cecon: Brad Burton (joined at 8:50)
Public Works Employees: John Gill

John Oram
Recording Secretary: Christina Sullivan

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Roebotham called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m. and asked for a motion to appoint
Christina Sullivan as recording secretary for the meeting.

MOTION 22/ 208 - DAWN STAGG/GORDON WHITE
Resolved to appoint Christina Sullivan as recording secretary for meeting.
In Favour 8: Mayor Roebotham Opposed 0: Abstaining 0:

Deputy Mayor Tiller
Councillors: L. Welcher, B. Tucker, S. Gale, G. White, T. Oakley, D. Stagg
MOTION CARRIED

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOTION 22/ 209 - MICHAEL TILLER/ DAWN STAGG
Resolved to adopt the agenda for the Special Meeting of Council as presented.
In Favour 8: Mayor Roebotham Opposed 0: Abstaining 0:

Deputy Mayor Tiller
Councillors: L. Welcher, B. Tucker, S. Gale, G. White, T. Oakley, D. Stagg
MOTION CARRIED
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Mayor Roebotham then passed the meeting over the CAO to provide everyone with reason of the
meeting.

CAO noted that we had the kick off meeting for the back country line project with the contractor and
among the things discussed was how this project will affect Beothic Fish Processors Ltd. and how the
Town wants to see this project through with minimal interruptions to the normal daily lives of our
residents.  Our pump house attendants did some testing as the engineers had said our water system
can support the changes.  John Oram did the actual testing required and will present his results.  The
CAO then noted that Council may need to make some changes to the course of action that is taken.

John Oram then proceeded to explain his findings. Previously he had carried out flow testing under
normal conditions, including the back feed from Back Country Line, which yielded results of 800
gallons per minute. He then carried out testing with the back feed from Back Country Line shut down
which yielded results of approx 100 gallons per minute. The residual pressure dropped from 50 psi to
10 psi.   In order to feed Beothic Fish and Wesleyville tower we need a flow of at least 500 gallons per
minute and working pressure would have to be a minimum of 35 psi.  Test was a complete failure.

Wilf then questioned if Beothic Fish was in operation at the time of testing.  John Oram confirmed
that they were.

It was noted that the engineers wanted us to put a full test in motion.  It was suggested that the two
meters at Beothic Fish that are being feed through the back country line be rerouted down through
Valleyfield through the Town lines to see the effect.  The engineers are not convinced that the test
was entirely accurate.  

If this was indeed attempted and a problem should arise then the entire Town would be without
water.  

Wilf then noted that there are two options at this point: (1) go ahead as planned, direct all water
through Valleyfield and place a new line in the old ditch or, (2) leave the current line (old line) in place
and put the new line in close by, twinning the ditch for the old line. The only down time of this route
would be the couple days required to switch the connectors from the old to new line.  He did note
however that there will be a lot of extra work to prepare a new trench instead of using the old one.

Brad from Cecon joined the meeting via teleconference at 8:50 a.m.  and was brought up to date on
the discussions thus far.

It was noted that the 200m of line from the Valleyfield pressure chamber to the back country line
should be twinned as well.  The Town can then install valves for old line so that if it is required in the
future in can still be accessed.

CAO noted that Beothic Fish will support the Town in whichever route is chosen as long as it provides
the minimal amount of disruption and risk.

Cecon asked Public Works employees if they would still do additional testing.
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John Oram noted that the original flow test was done to simulate a situation.  This testing was to
actually put idea in motion.  John noted that Beothic Fish has sensitive equipment in use that requires
a specific amount of water in order to operate.  Should this water not be available the equipment
would burn up and it would then be the Town’s responsibility to replace it.  If the test actually works
then we still face the issue that if something should happen then we may face the possibility of
everyone in town being without water for an extended amount of time.

Consensus of Council was for town engineers to run the numbers to see the costing involved with
twinning the lines and report back to CAO.

Wilf exited the call at 9:00 a.m.

CAO then did a brief recap of the discussions of the morning and asked Council what way did they
wish to proceed.  She noted that until we hear back from our engineers we will not know how much
extra cost.

MOTION 22/ 210 - MICHAEL TILLER/BARRY TUCKER
Be it resolved to avoid the extra testing that may result in damages to Beothic Fish Processors
equipment and to twin the old and new water lines for the Back Country Line Project.

CAO questioned if Council wanted to wait for costing before making this decision.  Further discussion
on this motion ensued. All options, risks and scenarios including concerns voiced from Beothic Fish
Processors were discussed and carefully weighed.

In Favour 8: Mayor Roebotham Opposed 0: Abstaining 0:
Deputy Mayor Tiller

Councillors: L. Welcher, B. Tucker, S. Gale, G. White, T. Oakley, D. Stagg
MOTION CARRIED

Councillor Welcher exited the meeting at 9:25 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION 22/ 211 - MICHAEL TILLER/STELLA GALE
Be it resolved to adjourn the meeting.
In Favour 7: Mayor Roebotham Opposed 0: Abstaining 0:

Deputy Mayor Tiller
Councillors: B. Tucker, S. Gale, G. White, T. Oakley, D. Stagg
MOTION CARRIED

Meeting adjourned at 9:35 a.m.                                         



                                                                                                                                           
PAMELA PRESTON                       CURTIS ROEBOTHAM
CAO MAYOR


